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Executive Officer and Heritage Manager of the Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation,  

Belinda Churnside and Richard Walker congratulates the BBI Group on the signing with the 

WA State Government of its rail agreement on 23 January.  

 

Ms. Churnside said: 

 

 “BBI has made a variety of best practice native title agreements with the Ngarluma people, 

and we can’t fault how they have worked with us on locating and managing our heritage sites 

in the rail and port corridors-they have designed the rail route so that every Aboriginal site 

will be avoided and protected. We have a signed set of heritage protection conditions that 

must be followed. No one else has treated us and our culture with such a degree of respect. 

 

We look forward to getting training, employment and contracts for the rail and port 

construction and their operation. We will work closely with BBI throughout the project 

stages-this is a life of project relationship that we are developing.” 

 

Mr. Walker, said 

 

“Who could have imagined that we could find a way to run a railway that long through that 

very culturally rich country and not disturb a single Aboriginal site”?  

The Heritage Surreys identified many Aboriginal Sites that are very important and significant 

to Ngarluma people.  

The BBI Team are very professional, they displayed an understanding and respect towards 

Ngarluma Culture and Heritage.  

The Elders that participated on the Heritage Surveys are very pleased of this outcome.   

  

Background 

 

Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC is the native title prescribed body corporate that 

holds and manages the native title rights and interests of the Ngarluma people. The Ngarluma 

have been recognized by the Federal Court, the State Government and other land users as the 

native title holders of their traditional country in the West Pilbara. The Ngarluma have native 

title to remnant Crown lands within the towns of Dampier, Roebourne, Wickham and Point 

Samson and in the City of Karratha. They hold native title in outlying lands too, including 

throughout much of the BBI rail route and port area. 
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